Checks and Balances 
Name ___________________________________________________ Date ______________

I. For each of the following powers write the answer to the question in the blank.     

a. Which branch has the power to act?

b. Which branch is being checked when they use the power?
1. Can rule that executive acts are unconstitutional

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

2. Can appoint Supreme Court and other federal judges

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

3. Can grant reprieves and pardons

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

4. Can declare laws unconstitutional

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

5. Can override the President’s veto

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

6. Can call special sessions of Congress

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

7. Can veto bills

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

8. Can impeach and remove the President

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

9. Can refuse to approve federal judges

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

10. Can impeach and remove federal judges

a. ____________________________________ b. __________________________________

II. Vocabulary Review - Choose the term from the Word Bank to match with each definition. All of the words will NOT be used. 







Word Bank
propose
 ratify

appoint             check

veto            confirm
          pardon

reprieve
impeach
override   
  unconstitutional
judicial review      checks and balances

1. To suggest or recommend is to ________________________________________________.

2. To stop or control or restrain or curb is to __________________________________________.

3. The power of an executive to officially release or excuse a person from punishment for a crime is the power to ________________________________________________________________.

4. To pass a bill over the executive’s (President or Governor) veto is to _____________________.

5. For Congress to formally accuse the President or a judge of wrongdoing is to ______________.

6. If something is in violation of the Constitution it is ____________________________________.

7. To reject, as in when the President refuses to sign a bill and stops it from becoming a law is to 

__________________________________________________________________________.

8. The system in which each of the 3 branches is given ways to limit the powers of the other 

branches is called ____________________________________________________________.
9. The power of the Supreme Court to determine the constitutionality of laws & executive actions is 

called _____________________________________________________________________.

10.  The power of a government chief executive to name someone to fill an office is the power to

_________________________________________________________________________.

More Checks and Balances 

Name _______________________________________________ Date __________________

I. Fill in the Blanks - Terms Review - Use words from the Word Bank below. All words will NOT be used.

legislative

executive

judicial

impeach

veto

override

pardon

ratify


judicial review
confirm

reprieve

appoint

approve

abusing its power

1. The purpose of checks and balances is to prevent any branch from ______________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

2. The members of Congress can accuse or _______________________ the President if there is ample evidence he has committed a crime.

3. The President can reject or ____________________ a bill that he does not like.

4. The Senate can check the President by refusing to ________________________ his appointment of a new Secretary of Defense.

5. The only power of the Supreme Court in the system of checks and balances is the power of ________________________________________________________________________.

6. The Congress can ______________________________ a Presidential veto if it gets a 

two-thirds vote in each house.

9. The President can correct some judicial wrong by releasing the person from punishment by

granting a ______________________ to a person unjustly convicted of a crime. 

10. The ____________________ branch can declare a new tax law passed by Congress to be unconstitutional.

II. Checks of Power - In each of the following situations a wrong has been committed.  What could be done about it? 
1. The President is charged with stealing money from the U.S. Treasury. Congress is very angry. What can they do about it? ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
2. Congress and the President approve a law that would prevent certain minorities from receiving tax deductions which others are entitled to receive. Many Americans think this law is unfair. What could the courts do about it? _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
3. A federal judge has been accused of accepting large donations of stock certificates from 

companies which have received some rather favorable rulings from him in the past. Many Congressmen are angry. What could Congress do about that? ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Because one party has an overwhelming majority in both houses of Congress it begins to pass 

bills favoring its party in all matters. Americans are angry and want the President to do something. 

What could he do? _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. The Congress passes a series of bills that the President doesn’t like and he vetoes them. The American people support the bills and they call for Congress to “do something.” What can it do?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

6. The President appoints a suspected drug dealer to be the head of the FBI. The people are 

furious. What can Congress do about it? ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

7. The President vetoes a bill calling for a balanced budget. The American people want that bill very badly. They call on Congress for some action. What can it do? ______________________

____________________________________________________________________________

8. The Congress passes a bill that reinstates the draft. Many Americans oppose the draft and they 

call on the President to do something, What can he do? ________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

9. Congress passes and the President signs a bill requiring all citizens to open their homes to police searches at any time. What can the courts do to stop it? ___________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. Congress has ended their session without dealing with health care reform. The people call on the President to make them to something on the issue.  What can he do? ____________________

______________________________________________________________________________
